Ray of Light

Consultant radiologist Dato’ Dr Azlin Azizan of KPJ Ampang Puteri
Specialist Hospital X-rays his profession. By Ezilea Omar

adiclogy invokees the study and appdication
of imaging technolagy, such as X-ray
and radiation, o diagnose and treat
diseases. When it comes to this branch of
Fealmg, Malaysia 5 on par with other 1o madical
tounsm destinations, says Dato’ Dr Azlin Azizan,
consultant radiclogist at KPJ Ampang Puteri
specialst Hospital
“We are a ot more affordable, but offer
quality services and equipments such as X-ray,
ultrascund, Computed Tomography (GI) scan,
and Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MED" says
Dr &zin, "In terms of expertise, our radiclogists
are tramed professionals ™ There are about 200
qualifeed radiokagists in the country, with numbars
on the rise due to the popularty of radiology
courses at lbcal unversities
Accordingly, KPJ Ampang Puteri has invested
arge sums in its radiclogy centre. "We are
replacing our equipment with newer technology,”
says Dr Azlin, who decided 1o specialise in
radiology  because he was fascinated by the
“ancy” equipment “Doing my housemanship
after graduation, alariad nteraching with
radiologists and found if interesting - that's when
decidad o specialises in the field. ™
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I he challengs tor specialists such as Dr Azlin
15 that radioksy equprment s continually baing
upgraded, requinng the doctors who use | 1o
constantly kearn new skils. "We nesd to keep
up with the new techmology as engineers are
constantly updating the equipment”™ he says,
pointing out that just ten vears ago the CT scan
was extremely slow. “You couldn't even ook at the
heart then.™

Mowadays, the computer can recreate imeges

i almost every part of the body, from Dlood

of
vesmels 1o the bram. A special dye o5 inecked
inkd the biood stream so Ihat Doy pans ana
highlighted in the computer “With modern
technology, we are able to image the entire body
through a2 scan that lakes kess then 0.3 seconds,”
axplains the doctor

Of course, radiation is akvays a concern, which
is why the team at KPJ Ampang Puteri aims to
redwcs it 28 much as they can. “MNew innovations
are always coming up that help to sgnificanthy
reduss radiation during scanning,” he says

One such innovation is the &40-slice CT
arcan, whene, Because of the number of times
thee machine scans your body, the overall dose
of radiation is much lower than the old 64-slice
Gl oscan, Howewer, Or AzZlin stresses that the
radiabon patients are expised o duning the
SEANNNE PROCESS i5 mever clangerous, and s
abyvays closely monitored In fact, “For an MR
there's no radiation whatsoaver, and you actually
are exposad 1o more cosmikc radigbon when thing
than wou are when being X-rayed *
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patents much easeer for ather doctors “We ara
able to pinpoint exactly whal s owiong with the
patient and make accurate diagnosis." he says
By scanning, a number of problems can be
easily detecled, such as blocked vessels, kidney
stomes, oysis and tumowrs Hadilogisis also
'.H.‘I[l'.'ll Il rr:'lllr.‘nll:.-' IRV e SLATRETY, wihené a cul
5 made in the thigh area and a catheter inserbead
into the artery. This form of surgery heals faster
and eliminates the need for long hospital stays
According to Dr AZlin, the bast part about
being a radiologest s that, *There 5 always

“You actually are
exposed to more
cosmic radiation
when flying than

you are when
being X-rayed.”

According to Dr Azlin, radiologists serve a
very important role by making the treatment of

soevething new to learn, which makes this such a
challenging, and rewarding, career” [l

About KPJ Ampang Puteri
Specialist Hospital

At prices that are much cheaper than in most
countries, Malaysia offers first-class medical
services and treatments. This is particularly true
at world-class hospital networks such as the
KF) Group. Parl of the KFJ Group, KFJ Ampang
Puteri Specialist Hospital consists of a highly
reputable team of resident and wisiting medical
consultants, who are not only well qualified but
also very experienced in their respective fields. I R
Ihey are backed and supported by dedicated 0 : 'Ih-
nursing and paramedical staff inall the disciplines [ . . e

of medicine, including speciality areas such 255 ';"r LT
as othopaedic surgery, plastic surgery, cardiac -. . .

and neurcsurgical services. These dedicated TL
dociors, surgeons and nurses have been carefully
selected for their professional expertise and
commitrment Lo deliver personalised services, For
maore information, visit www. kpjhealth.com.my
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